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SHRA i s a fu l l - s e r v ice 
historical research firm with 
special expertise on land use 
and water history relating to 
environmental disputes. Our 
historians and researchers, led 
by Dr. Jennifer A. Stevens, 
conduct pr imar y archiva l 
research to il luminate and 
ana l yze a w ide range o f 
historical and legal issues for 
corporate and government 
clients, as well as individuals. 
Our cl ients often request 
ana l ys i s and fu l l reports , 
although we can also provide 
basic document collection. We 
beg in wi th the a rch iva l 
material and provide critical 
interpretation of that material 
in our reports. We also provide 
expert witness services for our 
clients when needed. SHRA 
can meet all of your historical 
research needs.

Contact us today!

SHRA
500 W. Idaho Street, Suite 220

Boise, ID 83702
 208-850-1553

jenniferstevens@shraboise.com

WHO WE ARE AND 
WHAT WE DO

NEWSLETTER
Archive Archaeology

by Jennifer Stevens

How representative is the history of one small, isolated Western 
town of national trends?  My recent research through Oregon’s 
Baker City  Council minutes from the turn of the 20th century 
through the 1930s shows how the major socio-political trends of 
America played out on this  small stage.  While the minutes were 
useful in helping me detail the history of Baker City’s water system, 
knowing a more thorough history  of the city also provided my 
clients and the judge useful background information during trial.

The Baker City minutes are maintained in the original unwieldy, 
bound volumes, and are handwritten through the 1920s. In the 
early 20th century, the Council was consumed by infrastructure 
concerns and the legislation of morality. The Council debated 
wooden sidewalks, sewer and water facilities, basic improvements 
needed for any Western town’s growth. They took additional 
actions to promote health and safety, such as requiring smallpox 
vaccinations and restricting dogs from running wild in town. City 
leaders also concerned themselves with citizens’ morals. As the 
temperance movement grew in big U.S. cities, leaders responded to 
fears of immoral behavior in the little town of Baker, too.  The 
Council spent a lot of time debating bar hours, passing an 
ordinance that required all bars to close from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
every day. Taking it a step further, the Council outlawed social 
dances in 1916, which they claimed would protect the town’s peace 
and happiness.  Such concerns over morality reflected similar 
national trends, as the country moved toward Prohibition in 1920.

During this same period, commonly called the Progressive Era, the 
town government also changed form, swapping the Council for a 
Commission-type government around 1910.   Xenophobia, 
prevalent across the country, was prominent in town, too. City 
contracts prohibited the use of Mongolian or Italian labor, and City 
leaders balked when Chinese residents sought permission to 
celebrate their New Year with “fire-crackers.”   As World War I 
loomed, Baker City donated money toward a militia to protect 
against the Germans. In short, Baker City was a typical American 
West town that reflected contemporary American history.  The city 
minutes illustrate concerns of early 20th century Americans.
 
While local records such as these are vital to answering the 
questions I was hired to research, they are also terrific resources for 
providing some human interest and flavor for judges or juries in 
litigation situations.
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SHRA News

STAFF:  In January 2011, we welcomed an additional researcher to our team.  Kelly Horn, a native 
Idahoan, received her bachelor’s in History at Idaho State University in Pocatello.  She moved to 
Boise to attend Boise State University and completed her master’s in History in 2009.  She has 
worked for the Idaho State Historical Society and, as an outdoor enthusiast, Kelly spends as much 
time mountain biking and hiking as her schedule allows.

COMMUNITY:  SHRA helped to sponsor “From Vision to Reality” this fall, a workshop designed 
to bring all Boise River users together to discuss solutions for pollution, storage, and wildlife. Boise 
State president Dr. Bob Kustra, who worked as Illinois Lieutenant Governor on the Illinois River 
Watershed, was introduced by SHRA’s Jennifer Stevens.

SHRA
500 W. Idaho Street, Suite 220
Boise, ID 83702

Dr. Stevens Appointed to State Historical Records Advisory Board

Idaho Governor Butch Otter recently named SHRA’s Dr. Jennifer Stevens to the Idaho State 
Historical Records Advisory Board.  The mission of the fifteen-member Board, which is funded in part 
by a grant from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), is to 
advocate for the creation, preservation, dissemination and use of information that accurately 
chronicles the people and institutions of Idaho, both public and private.  

Dr. Stevens Named One of Idaho Business Review’s “Accomplished Under 40” for 2011

The Idaho Business Review selected Dr. Stevens for its 2011 Accomplished Under 40 class based on 
her work in the environmental, urban planning and historical fields.  Her civic participation, academic 
work and entrepreneurship were all cited as reasons for the IBR’s recognition.

Want more on SHRA?  Check out our website www.shraboise.com, and follow us on Facebook by 
searching for the “Stevens Historical Research Associates” page.

http://www.shraboise.com
http://www.shraboise.com

