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SHRA i s a fu l l - s e r v ice 
historical research firm with 
special expertise on land use 
and water history relating to 
environmental disputes. Our 
historians and researchers, led 
by Dr. Jennifer A. Stevens, 
conduct primary archival 
research to illuminate and 
analyze a wide range of 
historical and legal issues 
for corporate and 
government clients, as 
well as individuals. Our 
c l ients often request 
analysis and full reports, 
although we can also 
provide basic document 
collection. We begin 
wi th the a rch iva l 
material and provide 
critical interpretation 
of that material in our 

reports. We also provide 
expert witness services for our 
clients when needed. SHRA can 
meet a l l of your historical 
research needs.

Contact us today!

SHRA
500 W. Idaho Street, Suite 220

Boise, ID 83702
 208-850-1553

WHO WE ARE AND 
WHAT WE DO

NEWSLETTER
Archive Archaeology

by Jennifer Stevens

When I was younger, I used to wonder how the horizontal lines across 
the Boise Foothills appeared there. I knew that the lines were too 
uniform to be natural, but no one I asked seemed to know anything 
about them. But, when the City of Boise hired me to research 
Foothills history for a land exchange it was pursuing a few years back, 
I discovered the answer.
The devastating Lucky Peak fire burned thousands of acres in the 
Picket Pin area of the Foothills in August 1959, followed by two 
torrential rainstorms. Mud poured down the hillside and into the 
basements of many east and north end homes in what came to be 
known as the Great Mud Bath of 1959. 
I recently stumbled across an entire box of Bureau of Land 
Management materials at the National 
Archives in Seattle that detailed the 
story of and the government’s 
response to the Great Mud Bath. 
The Federal Government had 
increased its activity in the postwar 
Pacific Northwest, and as part of that 
trend the newly formed Bureau of 
Land Management jumped to fix the 
foothills flooding problem with 
contour trenching, an old method of 
stabilizing soil that was being newly 
applied on high mountain watersheds. 
Although scientists acknowledged it as 
the least conservative of all approaches, 
this was a period of grand intervention in 
natural resource management. Because the 
event predated the modern environmental 
movement, there’s no evidence of any 
public opposition. Photos showed the 
bulldozers cutting into the hillsides to create 
flat trenches 2-4 feet wide into which the rain could 
fall and be absorbed by the plants that were seeded there. Today, such 
a project would generate vast opposition from the environmental 
community, to be sure.
Although the history of flood management is complex, the Picket Pin 
(and other) trenches you can still see today are a visible reminder of a 
different era, when the federal government spent money on rigorous 
intervention with very little public involvement. The BLM find was a 
“good find” that day in the archives.

Sources Consulted: Edward L. Noble, Sediment Reduction Through Watershed Rehabilitation, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Intermountain Region, 1963.  Photos from the 

National Archives, Seattle.

Before and after contour trenching 
in the Boise Foothills.
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RECENT AND UPCOMING EVENTS

June 18-19, 2012 in Sun Valley, Idaho - Idaho Water Users Association

Dr. Jennifer Stevens was invited to speak at this year’s Idaho Water Users Association’s Summer 
Water Law and Resource Issues Seminar.  She spoke about “Documenting Your Water History.”

July 26, 2012 in Boise, Idaho - NBI:Continuing Legal Education

At this year’s NBI CLE, Road and Access Law: Researching and Resolving Common Disputes, Dr. 
Jennifer Stevens will be a featured speaker on historical research in preparation for litigation.  
More information on this program can be found on the web at : http://www.nbi-sems.com

SHRA
500 W. Idaho Street, Suite 220
Boise, ID 83702

SHRA NEWS

Publication:  On behalf of our client, the Idaho Education 
Association, SHRA researched and wrote a history of the IEA in 
honor of its 120th Anniversary.  Voices of Courage, Champions of 
Exce!ence was written after careful examination of the records of 
the IEA, and it is intended as a history of the group’s advocacy 
work and passion for educating Idaho’s children.  More 
information on the book, including where to get a copy, can 
be found at www.idahoea.org.

Want more on SHRA?  Check out our website www.shraboise.com, and follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/SHRABoise.


