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• Narrative Report
• Project Database
• Google Earth KMZ File with Historic Data 

Points

• Historic Maps
• U.S. Geological Survey Publications
• County Road Records
• Historic Newspapers
• State Engineer Reports

• U.S. National Archives:
• U.S. General Land Office
• U.S. Post Office

In mid-2016, the client instructed SHRA to temporarily suspend research during legal proceedings. SHRA has 
compiled the necessary materials to create narrative histories for each of the roads in this case when they are 
needed. Federal, state, and county road management all have a role in the history of these roads and will be 
present in the final report.

SHRA began research for this case in records of the General Land Office. Survey plats, field notes and 
homestead patent application files led SHRA to an understanding of which roads were in place pre-settlement 
and which were established later. SHRA used historic newspaper research, local histories, and county, state, 
and township records to answer research questions. These same records provided information on why residents 
used the roads. SHRA used maps and Google Earth layers to visualize the progress of road development over 
time.

In 2016, several counties in a Great Plains state hired SHRA to investigate the development and use of a series 
of rural roads for an impending lawsuit. The counties needed to understand who built the roads and when, 
how road use had changed over time, how settlement and road development were related, and how the federal 
government handled the roads when it purchased land in the region. SHRA’s knowledge of land management 
history, including the New Deal’s Land Utilization Program and the U.S. Forest Service’s grasslands 
management practices, were helpful in creating a background for the specific roads researched in this case.
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