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• Narrative Report
• GIS Map (prepared in collaboration with outside 

vendor)
• Presentation to Forest Service Management and to 

Forest Collaboarative Group

• Valley and Idaho County Mining and 
Other Records

• Historic Newspapers
• Idaho State Archives:

• U.S. National Archives: 

• Records of the Idaho Mining Inspector

• U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
• U.S. Forest Service 
• U.S. Bureau of Mines 
• U.S. Post Office
• U.S. General Land Office 

The destiny of these roads and whether the public will be able to continue using them is still not fully 
determined.  Some of the roads, or portions of them, are identified as Forest Service roads that are open to the 
public.  Other roads and parts of the travel plan are still being litigated and negotiated.

To ascertain the facts and determine whether these roads were present prior to the withdrawal of the land from 
the public domain and therefore qualified for quieting title under RS2477, SHRA worked for officials from 
Valley County, Idaho and others to unveil the history of a tangled network of roads through this remote section 
of Idaho, providing a neutral and unbiased examination of available evidence. As such, we analyzed records 
from a variety of collections to determine the history of use and construction of these roads.

In 2006, the U.S. Forest Service published its draft Travel Management Plan for the Payette National Forest, 
recommending the closure and/or restriction of access to several remote roads in the Big Creek drainage. The 
Big Creek area has a history of gold mining activity dating back more than 125 years. Despite the area’s rugged 
terrain, private parties and the State of Idaho constructed several roads to facilitate transport of the precious 
metal. With the publication of the draft Travel Management Plan, many private parties and surrounding 
counties questioned the legality of the Forest Service’s recommendations and whether Revised Statute 2477 
(RS2477), a vestige of the 1866 Mining Act, could be invoked to maintain public access to these remote areas.

Research Inquiry

Methodology

Research Conclusion

Deliverables

Repositories and Collections Consulted

Payette National Forest Case Study


